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1964
I must have occupied the room in 1964. Would have been this 
little one. Looks a bit dingy now but nice and bright in those 
days. There’s another hut like this on the hill and someone 
lived in that for years and years. Tried to sell me an electronic 
organ once that chap – had one in his hut. (JD)

22ft, 6” 
These are the columns, 22ft, 6” apart. We know that as we 
position our book stacks to fit within the columns.  (RB)

22 years 
Incidentally, everything you can see in the main library 
building that can be moved has been moved over the last 22 
years. (RB)

4am 
When we were students we used to come down at 4am in the 
summer, and throw Frisbees and do the whole course, to break 
our routines. When you live on here all the time for three to 
four years, anything to break the monotony is good. (DT)

£5 
This is all new down here. They have all got televisions and 
stuff now, and there’s one in the bar. You lived a life removed 
from…I can remember just having £5 a day to  live on, and 
went and got my £5 out and it would get me a couple of meals 
a pint of beer. (DT)

6 types of concrete 
Jules Lubbock would know for certain, but there are 6 types of 
concrete finish in the Albert Sloman library. Yes, and he’s 
pointed out the features of detail that one had never noticed 
in the concrete…. well, do you want a break? (RB)

64 degrees F 
Yes, everything is there: fire alarms, smoke alarms and security 
alarms and a constant temperature of 64∞  F. In fact if feels 
quite cool standing in what we call “Special Collections Room”. 
(RB)

academic vision 
I think it was the architect Kenneth Capon… his vision was to 
have a campus that was very central. The University’s initial 
academic vision was to create a place that would challenge…a 
creative community of liberal and open thinkers. I think the 
towers and the central focus of campus helps to generate that 
and possibly, in the early years of the University in the ‘60s 
and ‘70s, that possibly may have helped more than he 
originally anticipated. (GO)

activism 
The reason why Essex University has such a big reputation for 
anti-War stuff and activism etc is because it’s filled with 
squares. (KH)

aircraft carrier 
Now, this idea of the aircraft carrier. I have never been in an 
aircraft carrier, but there is something in Architect’s Journal, 
around 1967, a critique on campus and a comparison with an 
aircraft carrier was made. (RB)

alarm bell 
there was no building there, the alarm bell was coming from 
under the ground! (RM)

all mine 
This corridor here is all mine.  These big rooms here are all 
mine. (RS)

‘alternative culture’ 
It was a very demanding feeling of sharing with the Europeans 
the Mexican culture, a very old culture and as an 
anthropologist has called an ‘alternative culture’ because 
before the conquest there was no link between Europe and 
America, so we should think of the development of culture in a 
highly developed way. (SM)

american literature 
When I got bored with Economics reading I would go and read 
through the American Literature section. They have kept it 
pretty nicely. (DK)

anthony king 
Anthony King did his lectures to 200 students and he did an 
hours lecture by question and answer and he’d get through the 
curriculum, with this dialogue with the audience, like you see 
sometimes on television, and really skilled. (DK)

approve 
“So that was six. That was 159 metres. The longest one? The 
next should be a short one. This is six.”
“This one’s from here down to there.”
“This is the Vice Chancellor’s house.”
“It is good. I thoroughly approve of him living there.”
“Have you been inside?” (DT)

architectural success 
This is an architectural success in my opinion. This wasn’t here. 
This was open wasteland that no one walked across. The way 
they’ve put the paths in…within the last 5-7 years, it feels like 
its been here for a long time. (DT)

asymmetrical 
You get a sense of the height and the valley and the layering. 
Also notice the window line and the concrete struts, which are 
asymmetrical, it's by no means the crude modernist symmetry, 
its actually very subtle… I believe initially they were randomly 
placed … don’t line up with the structure. (DA)

atmosphere 
A nice atmosphere.  I love it. (MOO)

bad 
This is a bad one.  This is a lot of work round here! (RS)

bam-bam-bam-bam-bam-bam 
A die-in is where everyone gathers in a square and then on the 
loud speakers we had the sound of guns shooting and bombs 
exploding.  So the music is going on and suddenly there is this 
massive bam-bam-bam-bam-bam-bam for 30 or 40 seconds.  
The moment when the guns start shooting everyone lay on the 
floor and pretends to die. (KH)

basics 
How am I going to arrange it?  Nice cupboard, mirror and 
everything.  The basics are here.  Like light, your reading table, 
hanger for your clothes, you’ve got your bed and mattress.  
Everything works! (MOO)

beautiful 
If you look at the towers in the early morning, it’s really 
beautiful it’s quite an extraordinary thing. Because in general I 
don’t think the towers are very beautiful. (PT)

biggest problem 
I think my biggest problem is that I don’t like to be a student. 
At my age I think. (LRDB)

big ships 
The other thing which was wonderful about that other room 
for years, was that you saw big ships coming up the river at 
high tide, they were so enormous.  We saw that from the  fifth 
floor easily.  They don’t come up any longer. They only stopped 
four or five years ago. (PT)

blackberries
These blackberries are really good. (GW)

blues 
No, I don’t go places like that.  A bit young for me down there.  
I go to folk clubs and other clubs in Colchester.  Blues, things 
like that. (RS)

bomb warnings 
We had one or two bomb warnings.  The bomb squad actually 
came in, but that’s going back a few years. (RM)

box
... someone had left a box with  no label on it.  I noticed and 
called up my foreman at the time, and told him about it. He 
came over and said I don’t like the look of this. We called the 
police, and they called the bomb squad in. And you know that 
thing they got on tracks with the gun on top? Well we had one 
of them right across one of the squares. And bang, it was 5am 
in the morning they finally done it.  (RM)
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dreamed 
I thought, gosh, what an attractive building. You know I had 
never dreamed of working here. Its quite interesting when you 
look back to where you were at the time and see photographs 
of the library, and suddenly in 1982 you find yourself at Essex, 
working in what is, I think is, a very handsome building, but is 
what I know is a first rate functioning building. You know it 
works extremely well. (RB)

dredge 
“I don’t think I’m going to find it, but there’s a picture of two 
traction engines that were used to dredge the lake. They were 
doing that…in summer of 1964 and I used to watch them 
dragging this scoop backwards and forwards across the lake, 
scooping out all this gunge from the bottom.”
“What were they doing…widening and enlarging the lake?”
“Oh just clearing it out. It was clogged up with things like 
bombs and things from the war, or shells. People dumped 
things in it. We had the army here during the war.” (JD)

eddington
Eddington was one of the first to appreciate the importance of 
Einstein's theories of special  and general relativity,  and 
published a treatise on the subject. He led an expedition to 
observe the total solar eclipse of 1919, in which the bending of 
light rays predicted by general relativity was observed.

elizabethan words 
“Could there be a relationship between walking and Oral 
History?”
“Well I think so, because one of the ways of getting people to 
remember is to take them back to places where things 
happened. I remember the first time we did that, we were 
talking to an old farm worker called Bob Jaggard. He was one 
of the early revelations because he used Elizabethan words 
when he was talking. I took him to see a row of Chestnut trees 
he had planted fifty years earlier. It was rather touching.” (PT)

embarrassed 
I felt terribly embarrassed because there was me squelching 
around on his brand new beautiful carpet in thoroughly wet 
shoes. I still feel embarrassed. I must have made a terrible 
mess. But Albert was a very nice man and he never 
commented on it.  Yes, if you believe in living in a tied cottage 
on site then it’s a very nice building. (JD)

enter 
The question of where you enter the university is unresolved 
in a way. You used to come in up there where the house is. 
That’s where we first came in. It used to terrify people coming 
under this great concrete slab. That’s what it was meant to be. 
Then this was the entrance after the Valley Road was built. 
(DA)

extension 
So they had almost an entire wall of glass, overlooking the 
lake…The point is, I don’t think it will be in my time, but if the 
necessary funds become available, for what’s called Stage 2 of 
the library, this extension in 1997, will remain but it will not 
stand in the way… it’s a very flexible building. (RB)

face in the crowd 
It’s a kind of nice size. Where people can feel welcome, can 
walk around the squares and into the bar, and chances are 
you’re going to bump into several people you know. 
Everyone’s a face here – not just a face in the crowd. It’s good. 
(GO)

family 
We arrived here from Gatwick airport and there was a coach 
provided from the university. And we arrived with the family. 
It was me, my wife, my brother in law, his wife and their child. 
(SM)

fan 
I’m a huge fan of the towers (I lived in Rayleigh, at floor five 
and at the top in a penthouse flat). But its fantastic solid brick, 
fantastic quality, no noise problem. I was really happy living in 
the towers. Some people would give anything to live in them. 
Then I lived in Wivenhoe. (DT)

favourite 
Square 4.  This square is my favourite square on the whole 
campus.  I’m not sure why.  I find it very pretty. (KH)

film society 
The other thing is that the film society showed films in the 
Lecture Theatres every Sunday night. There's tables in front so 
you can lounge on it and rest your chin. In winter it was great 
coming in here, while listening to the wind outside. (DK)

floating 
Here we have the library almost floating on the lake. (RB)

flooring 
It’s good flooring.  Dries quick. (RS)

flying 
Peace Doves just flying around in the trees. (KH)

frisbee 
Hello. I need to hire a Frisbee to use on the Frisbee Golf course. 
I am with the artist in residence at the University Gallery for 
the 40th anniversary. And I’m doing the Frisbee Golf walk. 
(DT)

frisk 
My visitors have been with me all the time, so you won’t have 
to frisk them. (RB)

frustration
At some points I had tears in my eyes from frustration. (KH)

full stop 
But that building was then put in, a strange choice but it 
seemed to be almost denying the notion of the infinite 
expandability of the campus with the original squares and the 
towers. It almost suggests definitely a full stop. (DA)

future 
So I have chosen to stay here because it is good for me in terms 
of CV, and to improve my English. I do enjoy my course. Yes, 
the teaching is good, though I have a lot of complaints about 
it. But Spain is not a good system either. In terms of my future 
it is better to stay here…   (LRDB)

futurists 
The futurists a few years ago said that our days were almost 
numbered. (RB)

gate 
Where’s the entrance?  Where’s the gate?  This is a car park! 
(MOO)

Geordie 
My Mom’s French and my dad’s a Geordie. (KH)

glass 
I imagine Capon made this very bold statement: tall towers, a 
building of glass, I’ll touch on that in a few minutes. Librarians 
are supposed to be very touchy about glass, but at least there’s 
one who how has no problem with lots of glass and 
particularly at night-time. (RB)

good bands 
You can get 1000 in here. I seen some good bands here, and I 
seen some lousy ones an’ all. Lindisfarne they’ve been here. 
AC/DC, Mungo Jerry, The Kinks. On the jazz side – George 
Melly. I’ve seen a few. (RM)

graduation day 
Something I love is graduation day. The Africans come with 
their coloured costumes. It is just wonderful, nothing can be 
better than that. (SM)

graffiti 
And round about that time graffiti started round campus and 
there were rows about people sticking things on these 
walls…and then they decided the best thing was to have areas 
where people were allowed to do it. (DK)

hanging baskets 
Once, Estates tried to put hanging baskets on the library 
building, but I, no, no, we don’t want that. (RB)

happy 
She said “Something good is going to come out of this.” And 
was like “OK” and went to the Embassy, and then we sent it 
and they gave me a visa and then I just came and I was happy. 
(MOO)

hexagon shape 
Now the hexagon shape is the motif in this University, thanks 
to this and the other hut. There’s another hut on Clingoe Hill. 
(JD)

high rise 
Very distinctive, very distinctive architecture. There’s no other 
University like it. I sometimes wonder what the Colcestrians 
thought when they saw the tall towers going up because 
there’s no high rise buildings in Colchester, not to my 
knowledge. (RB)

Oral History 
Then after a while we discovered there were Americans who 
were doing it and were calling it Oral History, we hadn’t heard 
it called that, but the term caught on and we formed the Oral 
History Society in 1973 and then in 1976 I got invited to a 
conference in Bologna and discovered there were a lot of 
people in Italy doing this kind of thing. Again, on the whole 
radical people, and that started a broader movement. In 1979 
we had the first European International Oral History 
conference here at Essex. (PT)

out of bounds 
We used to walk around the perimeter there, but I’m not doing 
it today – with all the mud. You can walk down to where the 
lakes are – the VCs. But you can’t go to the house it’s out of 
bounds. (RM)

parties 
Well they are not strict on parties but if you are being really 
quite noisy in the evening, they do come and knock on your 
doors. We’ve had that a couple of times. That’s security. (GO)

part-time fireman 
It coloured my view of the activitists because the firemen 
came from Wivenhoe and they were part-time fireman not 
full-time firemen, just ordinary people, who stopped their 
work to come and put out fires. But when they got their hoses 
out the students would just pull them and wouldn’t let them 
put the fire out, and there were fights going on with powerful 
hoses going everywhere. It went on for ages and ages. So I kind 
of think, I felt sorry for the firemen because it’s pretty 
honourable to be a part-time fireman. (DK)

pattern 
The pattern you mean? And how they managed to get the 
gap? The builders or designers I guess, but I don’t know. (RM)

peace doves 
I spent a week cutting out hundreds and hundreds of peace 
doves out of white paper with a little twig in it.  Then one 
morning I got up really early before anyone else, about 6 
o’clock or something and I decided I would attach the Peace 
Doves everywhere around campus. (KH)

peace monument 
I wrote the proposal and rewrote it and rewrote it and sent it 
and it got accepted.  We got given permission to build a Peace 
Dove, or not a Peace Dove, a Peace Monument on campus and 
the location is here. (KH)

perfume 
“So what was in the box when they actually opened it?”
“Perfume. And it bloody stunk!”
“So they blew up the perfume!?”
“Yes, it was for a woman student who got married to someone 
in Tawny Tower.” (RM)

photo 
I really don’t like having my photo taken. (RB)

photograph 
I think its possibly one of the only University buildings to 
feature in the AA regional guide of Great Britain, 1974 edition. 
The photographer took his photograph from the far side of the 
lake at night-time, with all the lights on, mirrored perfectly in 
the lake. (RB)

pink bag 
About 50 people that did the die-in and I was right over there, 
where that girl is sitting with the pink bag, dead on the floor. 
(KH)

point of view 
When you’re on foot walking from Colchester town centre and 
approaching the University, you come down… the other side 
of the valley, try and forget these houses, they weren’t 
there…. you come down Hythe Hill on foot and when you are 
around here, there’s a church, it's St Leonard’s church, and 
although there are a lot of buildings down there to obscure the 
view…. you can stand outside the Lord Nelson public house, 
you then look across to the University and you see way in the 
distance, and from my point of view, you see the corner of the 
Library. (RB)

political 
I was never that political beforehand but 9/11 made me 
political. (KH)

political awareness 
It’s important to have political awareness. (GO)

political backgrounds 
We had a big protest just out here and outside the Lecture 
Theatre blocks about tuition fees. That got people together 
from all different political backgrounds. People who might still 
have left wing views with those with right wing views, and 
everyone came together. (GO)

politeness 
Politeness does not cost anything!  I get irritated when people 
can’t return the compliment. If you say good morning to them, 
it don’t matter who they are..you never met them 
before…politeness doesn’t cost a thing! (RM)

positioning 
We’re in the original Kenneth Capon wing. The thing about 
this library, because there is so much glass, you’re always 
positioning yourself, you don’t need to use one of those 
satellite navigation systems to know exactly where you are. 
Some library’s with very narrow windows and lots of book 
stacks – you sometimes wonder where you are in the building, 
but you can always look out here. (RB)

postage stamps 
This is one of the early buildings (the Hex), and featured on 
postage stamps once.
No one knows what to do with it, which is a pity as it’s a nice 
space. (JD)

professors 
In the Economics Department some Professors, were known 
for their drinking and fighting, in the bars. They were in their 
thirties. (DK)

priorities 
Put down a list of all your priorities and I will sort them out 
one by one. (MOO)

protective 
Look at the geese, they’re flapping their wings, they’ll be 
taking off shortly. The parents are very protective. (RB)

protests 
I mean the focus of the Union has changed a lot since the ‘60s 
and ‘70s when Student Union activism was very much about 
protests, about the miners in the ‘80s, and in the ‘60s and ‘70s 
about socialists communists or radicalism and Vietnam war. 
These days we are much more about developing and giving 
students opportunities. (GO)

Queen 
…I’m dreading next week. As of Monday we’ve got to man the 
barriers for 24 hours because the Queen’s coming. There’ll be a 
lot of police about…  (RM)

questioning 
The whole of that early period was very, very exciting - when 
we were setting up the university and everything had to be 
created from scratch. We were so full of idealism, and so 
questioning about everything…you know, why do you need to 
have exams…why do you need to have lectures…why should 
you teach this, why teach that. Really arguing about 
everything. It really was a wonderful experience. I feel 
tremendously privileged that I was part of that. (PT)

railway station 
We are coming to the site of the proposal for the original 
railway station. They are still talking about having one. (JD)

release 
I was used to always walking or pushing somebody or carrying 
him on my hip or under my arm, and after I’d left him at the 
nursery, suddenly I’d be there and it would just be me! That’s a 
fantastic sense of release. So actually it’s a really nice journey 
in both ways. Because even though I’m going to work, I’m 
doing adult things really. (MI)

isaac rebow
1690 (circa) Isaac Rebow lays out his "walk". The house on the 
right here was the home of Sir Isaac where he occasionally 
welcomed William of Orange as he passed through the town 
to and from his native Holland. 

religion 
I don’t go in there. I respect their religion, they should respect 
ours. But it doesn’t always work that way does it? (RM)

map 
Have you got the map? What happens is – this is all the new 
building work, which is happening really quite a lot, they are 
constantly moving the holes. So, as a consequence of new 
railings and new drainage, that used to be there and now its 
over there. (DT)

mathematics 
One of the memories I have is of this student I knew who was 
blind, and he was amazing because he never reacted as if he 
was blind, and he would walk very very fast. And if he hit 
something he would bounce off it. And the kind of place it 
was… I remember once, he just came in and said I need a lift to 
Wivenhoe I’ve got to catch a train, and someone just got up 
said ‘yeah ok’. He knew he could do that, and someone would 
do it. I’d often walk behind him and see him bump into things. 
He studied mathematics. (DK)

mediate 
One of the things I’ve been trying to do for the last 30 years 
has been to mediate between the buildings, the pathways, the 
concrete and the park, which is actually a very beautiful park. 
One of the ways I have tried to that, which is perhaps a very 
small way, has been to get sculpture into the park, which 
creates a relationship with the buildings, and with the 
landscape. Which I feel is really essential. (DA)

meeting point 
Why I wanted to wonder round the squares, is because I think 
that the way the University’s architecture is set up is that it 
helped to encourage the protest. These squares create a very 
central, very focussed hub of the University. So people who 
wanted to organise protest and make a stand against the 
University and get the students mobilised, always had the 
squares to use as a central meeting point. (GO)

Melvyn Bragg 
Those are some very old posters which you might find 
interesting from Oral History talks. This is one from when 
Melvyn Bragg came down. He did an Oral History project and I 
helped him with that.  And then that’s the time when I was 
doing ‘Living with Fishing’. This was given to me by a Chinese 
Oral Historian. (PT)

memories 
One of my first happy memories, well it amused me at the 
time, was the first time I entered the new buildings in October 
1965 I suppose. There was a scaffolding bridge from where that 
green bench is, into one of the windows in the buildings. (JD)

methodology 
No, we had to create the methodology. It’s not been changing 
a lot, I think the crucial thing was the idea of creating a middle 
way in between the sociological interview which has a fixed 
schedule and maybe space for people to say things, but not a 
lot of space…and then the completely free interview that 
George Ewart Evans believed in, which comes out of 
ethnological tradition I think. (PT)

mexico 
For instance we don’t have this kind of organisation in Mexico, 
about the levels. We don’t because the weather is different; we 
don’t need underpassages to be warm, to try not to loose the 
temperature from the inner rooms because the weather is 
always kind of nice. So our architecture is different in that 
sense. (SM)

million pounds 
Well, it is but you’ve got to remember that the people doing it 
are 20, 21, 22, its like all of a sudden you’re the trustee of a 
charity with a commercial turnover of a couple of million 
pounds a year. It’s really cool that students get the opportunity 
to elect the people who are running this thing. And it’s a very 
good opportunity for them personally, as well as a lot of 
responsibility. It’s five full-time elected officer and seven part 
time elected, who are essentially making the decisions for 
8,000-9,000 students. (GO)

mobilising 
They used the squares for mobilising people and getting 
students involved and you see that to this day. The squares are 
the central point even now – this is where people meet – 
especially in summer - with sun beating down, it’s where they 
socialise and hang out. (GO)

more 
It’s even more than what I expected. (MOO)

william morris 
William Morris was born in Walthamstow, Essex, on 24 March 
1834. "If you want a golden rule that will fit everything, this is 
it: Have nothing in your houses that you do not know to be 
useful or believe to be beautiful."

nature 
“Because for me…nature is very important. I go a lot to 
nature. In Italy going to nature makes you feel very good. I 
feel very nice.”
“But this doesn’t count as going to nature?”
“No. I don’t know why…”
“Too close to the University?”
“I think so, and maybe too, constructed?” (LRDB)

nelson mandela 
One of the most bizarre experiences I’ve had at the University 
was when I was playing football over there and a big shiny 
helicopter came out of the sky and landed over there, and we 
carried on playing football, and then Nelson Mandela got out. 
(DT)

newspaper 
When I came to University I wanted to be a Journalist, so 
when I got here I got involved with the student’s fortnightly 
newspaper. The Rabbit comes out fortnightly. (GO)

nigeria 
“Did you know they opened this one new joint in Nigeria?”  
“No, I didn’t realise.”  “Oh, you need to go back to Nigeria to 
see that.” (MOO)

nightline 
Right we got Nightline round the back of here. Have you seen 
it? It’s like a Samaritans for the students. (RM)

nihilism 
It was more of a Marcusian philosophy of basically destroy 
everything, rather than protest for a reason. Wheras there 
were people who protested for a reason. But there was a lot of 
destructive nihilism at the time as well. (GO)

non-stick 
Someone, the architect, I suppose was talked to by someone 
who claimed he had the ideal brand of sand for the car park. 
Supposed to be very suitable – non-stick it was supposed to be. 
It was bright orange. He put it all over the place. Someone had 
led him up the garden path! (JD)

nothing 
“This building was not there by the way.”
“The white one?”
“Yeah! They were building it the year we were here. It was nice 
to see how the building was evolving.”
“So was there just a gap before?”
“Yeah, nothing there.” (SM)

nursery 
The walk we are going on is the route from my desk to the 
University of Essex Day Nursery. Which is very important for 
me. I do it every day. I have had two children since working 
here and both times…after I’ve had my babies, I’ve come back 
to work when they were four or five months old, and my 
babies have been at nursery. (MI)

observatory 
This derelict looking object is an observatory. The physics 
department had a telescope at one time I cant believe it’s still 
there, but that housed it for many years. There’s no Physics 
department either though some involved are still here and 
practising astronomy I may say, on an amateur basis. That 
would be not from early days, but from about 30 years ago. 
(JD)

odd 
It was odd. I did not expect it to be that odd. The thing that my 
brother in law said was quite remarkable. He entered his flat, 
he went out and we met after we all knew our new places: he 
said: ‘we came, we saw, let’s go’.  (Laughter) (SM)

offensive 
I think they put these areas into the squares afterwards. To my 
mind this is offensive, it fills the square. It’s filling up what is 
supposed to be a square. (DK)

orangey yellow light 
That’s a nice view. That greenhouse used to be down by 
Wivenhoe House. its quite nice, that Bio Lab. I think they 
could do more with light. Its all orangey yellow light and could 
use blues and greens. (DT)

robots 
That’s the new network building in there. They've got robots 
and everything.  I’ll show you the robotic place. I’ve seen one 
or two in action, playing football. They had a robot to open 
this building. They cut the tape. It’s interesting. (RM)

robust 
It brought home to us the strength of the building, which 
although I think is an elegant building with all its glass – is also 
very robust, very strong. I think you are aware of a feeling of 
weight. (RB)

romantic 
When I first came here in 1968, the University really was only 
those first linked set of squares, and the towers and the house 
itself was being used, and there was no Valley Road. So the 
landscape and the park itself merged into quite wild country 
down there. It was very beautiful and really quite romantic. 
(DA)

bertrand russell 
With equal passion I have sought knowledge. I have wished to 
understand the hearts of men. I have wished to know why the 
stars shine. And I have tried to apprehend the Pythagorean 
power by which number holds sway about the flux. A little of 
this, but not much, I have achieved. 

san giminiano
My colleague Jules Lubbock always argues that the towers are 
a deliberate imitation of San Giminiano. It’s like a mini hill 
sitting in a valley. This land is quite high.  So you have the 
towers and the valley like that. (DA)

sarcophagus 
When the 1997 extension was being built, I had to move out of 
my room and I got the concrete area between these columns. I 
lived in the area a bit like a sarcophagus for eighteen months. 
(RB)

scargill 
Because of that radicalism you used to get support for strikes, 
so I saw Arthur Scargill in here, during the first Miner’s Strike 
when Edward Heath was Prime Minister. He came and did a 
fantastic speech, and Jimmy Reid, from Clydeside. They would 
choose the Lecture Theatre because it was the biggest room in 
the University. This place ties in with that time, and to my 
mind that’s what the University is about. (DK)

sculpture 
I wanted a three dimensional sculpture of a Peace Dove in the 
middle of these tables. (KH)

sculpture 
Everyone was very astonished when the first sculpture went in 
over there. We all thought it was put there because of the 
Constable painting, which was pretty inaccurate. (The original 
view doesn’t exist anymore.) (DT)

security 
Look, I’ll just point out the Health Centre there. That’s quite 
nice as well, because my boys are registered there, and so if 
they should become ill during the day I can hop up from my 
desk and go there. And in theory we can be there in 10 
minutes. So it really does add to my sense of security as a 
working parent. (MI)

sequence
Well, I’m sometimes standing at the front of university waiting 
for a bus and have a look at the mullions and try to find a 
sequence. (RB)

serenading 
It’s a bit industrial but The Rowhedge Pier was always there, 
and in those days you had ocean going ships sailing up the 
river which you don’t now. If the tide was in you would be 
seen and I do remember one of them serenading my wife with 
its horn. (JD)

sheffield 
You also get this in Sheffield. I don’t know if you know 
Sheffield, its quite a hilly town and there are parts of the town 
where you can look across the valley to the other side of the 
valley and you don’t have that enclosed feeling you have so 
much….  (RB)

sit-ins 
At that time 1968-69, it was a time of big upheaval for the 
University and there’d been sit-ins, and I think we were the 
first University in Britain, if I remember it correctly, where 
they had sit-ins and lots of student protests. The problems 
went on for ages. (DK)

sitting & talking 
It was an extraordinary idea that Capon had of turning his back 
on the Park. Because here was this restaurant, where you 
could have had a beautiful view of the park, and instead he just 
had windowless walls. But in the early years it was still the 
custom for people to meet and sit down and eat lunch…and so 
we used to sit and talk. I learned more about Sociology by 
sitting and talking to people than reading books. (PT)

sleep 
My boy is in the Squirrel Room. They’ve just had their lunch 
and are about to nap. So they lie down on their little beds and 
the ladies come and pat them on the back and help them get to 
sleep. (MI)

albert sloman
Essex University founding vice-chancellor, and with his chosen 
architect, Capon, one of the only two employees of the 
University in 1962.
“we walked and talked the site together”

snob 
All kinds of music.  I’m not a music snob. (RS)

social divisions 
Again in the beginning it was Sloman’s idea (the founding Vice 
Chancellor) that you weren’t going to have these social 
divisions between staff and students. There was no staff 
common room, and he resisted there being a student union for 
ages. So the more interested students would join us at meal 
time, which was lovely. (PT)

somebody 
Do you know who Bertrand Russell was?  No, I didn’t even 
know it was somebody! (MOO)

songlines 
As far as I know, they are the Songlines that are used to map 
and traverse the landscape. Have you read the book by Bruce 
Chatwin called ‘Songlines’? Well as far as I can understand, the 
history of the landscape is transformed into songs , very very 
long songs that have something to do with the rhythm of 
walking through the landscape. So that you sing the landscape 
as you are approaching it which allows you to know where you 
are going but also allows you to carry the landscape with you, 
because the landscape is both a reminder and a signifier.  (CC)

st leonard’s church 
We’re standing on Floor Five, this corner here, and just 
between the towers, above the trees, above the roof tops, you 
can see St Leonard’s Church, the spire. (RB)

stall 
The stall for the peace campaign was here. (KH)

swaynes
Wivenhoe Park is an 18th-century creation which was centred 
on an estate, presumably Swaynes in the north of Wivenhoe 
and the south of Greenstead which was held as a freehold of 
Wivenhoe manor before 1408 by Bartholomew Bourchier.

swim 
“On a hot summer afternoon I would come here and sit on the 
river bank. Swam in it once…”
“Did you swim in the lake?”
“No, it was always discouraged!” (JD)

sign 
This is a sign of a different kind of life. (LRDB)

spanish
There are books about Mexico that I had not read even in 
Spanish, so I read them here. (SM)

sports centre 
The sports centre is full of walks,  so there’s rock climbs. Its 
lovely by the lake, you’ve got this kind of balcony. Its basic 
plastic clad and PVC windows, no one has gone over the top to 
preserve it. But it’s good that its used. (DT)

strange feeling 
I feel a bit strange when I walk around here…I am getting out 
– but it’s a strange feeling. I come here when I cannot stand 
being there, and need a bit of air. (LRDB)

summer’s night 
…The times I’ve walked up to this point on a nice summer’s 
night, and the moon’s out and its really nice. (RM)

surprise 
A nice place to visit, something that was interesting for me at 
the beginning for me was to enter the library and see that 
there were pieces of Mexican and Pre-Columbian art. That was 
a very nice surprise. (SM)

telephone numbers 
It’s like the telephone numbers, I used to rattle off any phone 
number at one time. But now I can’t do it because they have all 
changed so much. (RM)

telly tubby 
At night this fills up with rabbits and looks like telly tubby 
land.
There was a beautiful hole across there, all the way across, but 
now its filled with this white building.  I do think it’s a hill 
town, yes, a San Giminiano. (DT)

thatcher 
Because now, everyone here - the students who are at 
University now, was a child while Margaret Thatcher was still 
Prime Minister. I think the changes that were made under her 
rule, are changes that were made for the good in society now. 
(GO)

topography 
Well, Capon took full advantage of the topography, he did, he 
evidently had a good eye for the lie of the land and he put the 
University’s buildings as you know, in the valley and he strung 
the towers along the crest of the top of the valley and it 
becomes, not a plateau, but a flat terrace. (RB)

transition 
Here, for me is a space of transition I think. So when I have 
finished classes and I come here, I feel like I have to take a 
decision, about whether to go or not, whether to leave campus 
or stay.  The moment I cross these benches (outside the 
library) – for me, it is not the university any more. (LRDB)

twenty years 
I remember being up at the top of one of the first towers with 
Peter Townsend and he was looking out, (you look over the 
fields in the north east direction) and him saying, ‘Well I think 
within twenty years all this will be built over and will be part 
of Colchester’. (PT)

twinkling 
Sometimes I walk down Magdalene Street, particularly if you 
come down at night-time, in the darkness you can see the 
towers and more importantly – the Library lights twinkling 
away in the distance. (RB)

uncomfortable 
I knew someone who subsequently became Assistant Chief 
Constable. He was here at the same time as me. And then a 
few years afterwards there was a sit-in, and he led the police 
that came in and sorted it all and arrested people. I think there 
was something uncomfortable about that. (DK)

UECLAA 
This is Floor One, this is the large wall…. that can be knocked 
away one day and then it would be glass all the way round. 
But then UECLAA [University of Essex Collection of Latin 
American Art] would not have been able to hang their 
pictures. We take advantage of the wall. Not quite an art 
gallery, but at times I don’t think we are far from it. That adds 
so much to the building, the pictures. (RB)

underground 
I love the underground and level 2 as well, but I prefer the 
underground. (MOO)

unfinished 
You can see here where that building ends there, that it is not 
finished. It was meant to have modules which could be added 
on. It could be, that's what I was grumbling about - the very 
awkward relationship between ground level and the park- is 
because it was unfinished. (DA)

un officers 
And then we had 2 people dressed up as UN officers.  They 
went round and chalked the outline of every single person who 
was lying on the floor. (KH)

unofficial 
A highly unofficial well worn path. The students walk along a 
back route in and out to Avon Way, come up to the road and 
cross it by hook or by crook. (JD)

unsightly 
We used to come up and play croquet as it was quite flat. But I 
think they decided we were unsightly! (DT)

vc 
Again, at night time, when its all lit up. In October the VC 
always gives a reception in the first week for new members of 
academic staff, and if you are standing on the balcony when 
the attendants put the lights out just before ten o’clock…and 
starting from the top and you see bit by bit the building being 
plunged into darkness. Erh, the ’97 extension remains, the 
lights never go out, they burn through out the night. Noisy 
ducks aren’t they? (RB)

view 
But the view there is, spectacular. It is something that I liked 
the most. (SM)

view 
And then the next thing I went to this window and looked out 
here, really nice view, cause I can see everything, green house, 
everything! (MOO)

viewpoint 
If we try to find the viewpoint from which Constable painted 
Wivenhoe Park. Its quite amusing because you can’t actually 
do it…owing to the building, land and level of lake has been 
changed. (DA)

village 
Well, there is a constant debate whether it’s a village or a 
town. Really I think it’s like a village within a town. There are 
only parts of it really you could call a village. (MI)

west indies 
I’d like to find out who designed the University of the West 
Indies. There are so many similarities, but maybe it was the 
materials of the time. I’m sure it was built in the 60's. (DK)

wham 
There was a very rural feel: sheep grazing under oak trees and 
then suddenly wham, in come these tall towers, all this 
concrete. A little unsettling I imagine for some. (RB)

windy 
Its really windy here isn't it? (MJ)

wivenhoe house 
Wivenhoe Park was built for Isaac Martin Rebow in 1759 to 
designs by Thomas Reynolds. In 1962 the house, having 
become part of Essex University, was renamed Wivenhoe 
House. It was converted to a conference centre in 1977, and 
extended to designs by Bryan Thomas in 1986-8.

richard woods
Wivenhoe Park was built within an old deer park. In 1776-80 
the park, of 34 ha., was landscaped by Richard Woods. It lay 
mostly to the south-east of a valley in which two lakes were 
formed.  When the house was being remodelled by Hopper c. 
1850 the gardens around the house were laid out by W. A. 
Nesfield.  The north- east entrance lodge is of the early 19th 
century.

work 
The shortest route possible?  It’s all work related. (RS)

wrestling 
And then the Mexican wrestling was amazing. To see Mexican 
wrestlers at the Underground was just wonderful. (SM)

brazil 
This is another sculpture we managed to get on to campus. It 
was in a public square in the north of Brazil and it was shipped 
to us, which was very controversial at the time. Because the 
people in the town in Brazil they would have liked to keep it. 
(DA)

brilliant 
I wanted to come to the Lecture Theatres first because one of 
the strongest memories I have of the place is that some of the 
lecturers (and I did Social Studies and Economics), were 
absolutely brilliant. And one of them is still here – Tony King, 
Anthony King. I was here 1969-72. (DK)

lancelot "Capability " brown 
He was best know as a landscape designer, but he was also an 
architect who designed both the house and its park on several 
occasions. His nickname 'Capability' came from his fondness 
for saying a country estate had great 'capability' for 
improvement. Brown described himself as a 'place-maker'.

building site 
My early experiences of the University were actually 
clambering through a building site, which was this bit. (JD)

josephine butler
 “the economical position of women is one of those subjects on 
which there exists a "conspiracy of silence." While most people, 
perhaps, imagine that nearly all women marry and are 
supported by their husbands, those who know better how 
women live, or die, have rarely anything to say on the subject. 
Such social problems as this are certainly painful; they may or 
may not be insoluble; they must not be ignored.”

rab butler
Butler, R. A.  has often been described as 'the  best prime 
minister Britain did not have'. He was largely responsible for 
the revolutionary 1944 Education Act that established 
compulsory secondary  education in Britain.

kenneth capon
The University’s architect, Kenneth Capon, and one of the only 
two employees of the University in 1962. “how should I know 
what the university should look like before even talking to the 
vice chancellor and finding out what he wants to do?”

californian frisbee god 
In its early days the University was quite free spirited in its’ 
ideology, and there was a student here who was a Californian 
Frisbee god, and he set it up, and it took off. Because in Frisbee 
there aren’t any referees, the idea is that the competitors work 
out differences between themselves. (DT)

christmas day 
Of course a door was built along the corridor so that the main 
building can be closed off, but they can still work, and its 
hugely popular – even on Christmas day students come in. 
(RB)

cigarette 
Whenever I came out for my cigarette I came here. (KH)

clever students 
Teaching in the early years was very enjoyable because we had 
extremely clever students. They were turning down going to 
Oxford and Cambridge to come here. (PT)

clue 
I need to mark my score card. Can I borrow your pen? The map 
will give me a clue where the next one is. (DT)

colours 
“When were these colours added?” (RB)
“That would be in the 1960’s – its original. There was colour 
coding for the chairs, the upholstery…green on Floor Five…”  
(RB)

come and go 
What I will miss is the people that I work with and have got to 
know, and the staff. Not so much the students because they 
come and go. (RM)

commercialised 
I would like to start in the common areas which are the main 
problem – the spaces that you have to share with other 
students -  they are very commercialised. (LRDB)

common rooms 
When I first arrived here…There isn’t any nice place just be 
with other people. I find it quite noisy.  Different departments 
have their own common rooms. In our department there is a 
common room. I spend sometime in there. But it is very… 
there are no places to meet everybody in a nice way. (LRDB)

community 
Everyone’s in the same places at the same time, you get to see 
the same faces and same people. If I had to say one thing 
about Essex, I’d say it’s a small friendly community and that’s 
what everything comes back to. (GO)

concrete 
Why does one have to apologise for concrete? (RB)

concrete 
I did not like it that much. I was expecting something older not 
this style, not this concrete style. It has been disappointing I 
did not expect this kind of buildings.  But something that is 
very nice is the view on the Wivenhoe House.   It is beautiful. 
(SM)

connected 
The two years I spent here, everything was connected.  It was 
art and politics. (KH)

Constable view 
I think they tried to create the Constable view. Someone’s 
moved some trees. It was never that open. (DT)

contemplative 
I always find that when you’re standing on a high point it 
always gives you a peaceful feeling anyhow because you’re 
looking into the landscape.  There’s something quite reflective 
and you can just think and be contemplative and calm and 
that’s the whole idea of peace coming into it. (KH)

copyright 
When we started there wasn’t much worry about copyright or 
your responsibility to the people you were interviewing…and 
now that’s a big concern. (PT)

crowded 
There were so many people here.  I’ve never seen the place so 
crowded. (KH)

cultures 
After a while it has been less different as I thought. I thought 
there will be a bigger difference between the cultures. But now 
if you live in a big capital, you kind of know about everything. 
(SM)

cycle 
Yes I would cycle in from Wivenhoe and leave my bicycle up 
against the wall outside. Most of the grounds you were not 
supposed to go into. They’d got building works all over them, 
and down in the valley. (JD)

december 2008 
“You still have some space?”  “We are steadily filling it up.”  
“When is it full?”  “December 2008.”  “Really?”  “What are you 
going to do then?”  “We then have another plan.” (RB)

dancing 
It was something so peaceful.  Just to make people think about 
the connotations of peace.  It made me very happy.  Made me 
very peaceful.  I was here at 6 in the morning just dancing and 
prancing around. (KH)

dangerous! 
No one would do the washing up and you’d go into ones, 
especially where the boys lived, and it was horrible.  I don’t 
know if they do it now, but they used to throw things out of 
the window…TVs, chairs, tables…dangerous! (DK)

devils 
“What are these objects here?”
“They are Mexican, from a Mexican village. Almost everything 
they did has got devils in it.” (PT)

de-politicisation 
But you know I think, going back to the de-politicisation of the 
students, with the seventeen or eighteen years of conservative 
rule and Margaret Thatcher’s approach to Unionism, the 
Student Union got hit quite hard under Thatcher. (GO)

die-in 
Oh yeah, we’re going to have the die-in at 2 o’clock. (KH)

thomas hopper
"it is an architect's business to understand  all styles, and to be 
prejudiced in favour of none".

horizon 
It would be good to think that perhaps visitors who perhaps 
don’t know what these buildings are, when they see those 
groups of towers, they ask friends or relations “What’s that 
doing on the horizon?” what are these buildings and there’s 
nothing to give them away. (RB)

horrible 
And in the bars are horrible. The SU Bar is horrible. Loud. 
Horrible video games, horrible food. Like a pub but without 
the adults. (LRDB)

hut 
Oh, that’s my hut. It was nicer then than it is now. It has got 
rather overgrown all round it and the paint is not what it was. 
It was newly painted and cleared out... it looked very well in 
those days. (JD)

ice houses 
I’m not quite sure where the entrance was, but this was 
actually one of those ice houses. They filled it with ice in the 
winter in the days when Wivenhoe House was a private house. 
And when they wanted ice in the summer they got it here. 
(JD)

ideology 
I think as a whole it works well for a 21st century Students 
Union. You can fight on issues rather than constantly under an 
ideology. If you can take bits from different ideologies and 
focus on the ideas, I think that suits the student population a 
lot more these days. (GO)

impact 
I just hope that that day we actually did have some impact. 
(KH)

Information 
Information Office.  Why don’t you go the information 
centre?”  I said “What does information mean?”  So anything 
at all, even if I’m looking for my book that I left somewhere, I 
ask them and they say “No, we’re not in charge of that.”  It’s 
information! (MOO)

interviews 
Then through doing these interviews we met these older 
people and from talking to them the whole place began to take 
on a different kind of meaning. Then you realised where 
someone used to look after his sheep as a teenager, and where 
he and his wife used to go courting, and it gave a new 
dimension to the landscape…like what you want to give to the 
campus. (PT)

iraq 
The moment I actually signed my name I decided to do 
something active and yes, I am completely against this war 
against terrorism, I’m completely against invading Iraq and I’m 
going to do something about it.  And I signed my name on a 
piece of paper and from that moment on, I think, my whole life 
changed really. (KH)

join
I would like to join. (MOO)

jovial 
A lot of people say why am I so jovial? Well I say its no good 
being miserable is it? It don’t get you anywhere. (RM)

killing 
There should be a concrete plinth every time…It should be up 
here. If not, I’ll make it up. Though I’m a bit worried about 
killing someone. (DT)

anne knight
"Never will the nations of the earth be well governed until 
both sexes are fairly represented, and have influence, a voice, 
and a hand in the enactment and administration of the laws".

labour party 
Some of the radicals from Essex went on to be senior people in 
the Labour Party. (DK)

landscape committee 
I think the park was grazed, that’s my memory of it. There was 
one lake then. They put me on the landscape committee which 
proved to be a very fruitless thing to be on.
“Why?”
“Because the architect Kenneth Capon managed to create a 
crisis every time and so we were never able to discuss a long 
term strategy.”
“Because he didn’t want to change things?”
“The meetings would start and Kenneth would say… ‘I’m afraid 
there’s an emergency. We are going to start to excavate 
10,000 cubic metres of earth from a certain place and we don’t 
know where to put it.’” (PT)

language 
And I started to meet Mexican people and I was not that 
isolated from Mexico. If my language has not improve as much 
as I would like it is because of that. We have a big community 
and we socialise a lot together. (SM)

launderette 
The other thing that I find funny here is the smell from the 
launderette... it's full of these perfumes and if you go past at a 
busy time it really is quite powerful. You’d recognise it from 
the smell and the noise round there, even if you were 
blindfolded. (MI)

leading architects 
“You are the first person I talked to you who was so politically 
engaged. Some really great people were here, its something 
the University should be proud of.”
“Though one of them became a conservative minister.  One of 
the leading architects came here as a student too, didn’t he?” 
(DK)

leap 
“Do you want to use this? It seems a pity to come all this way.”
“I’ve used it once before, I did enjoy it.”
“Do you wish to leap on first?” (RB)

lego-like 
I’m a big fan of the concrete, lego-like structure, big beamed 
pattern of columns... but these are trying to be interesting but 
don’t manage it, and interfere with the Hex which is a bizarre 
building. (DT)

lift 
For me the nicest place in the University is the library. I enjoy 
studying there. And I enjoy the lift. (LRDB)

lifts 
“Pater Noster lift... I think I was here a year before I dared 
come on them. I thought I wouldn’t be able to step on.”
“It’s like a toy. The librarian said there has never been an 
accident with this.”
“I think the quality of this building is special. More so than the 
others I would say.” (DK)

line drawings 
Because I do drawings you see, and I like trees as they are so 
linear - and I draw line drawings with wash. It was important 
for me, as I have always found that in the place where I work I 
have to have a view, otherwise I just don’t feel happy in it. 
(PT)

listen 
Then we discovered this wonderful man called George Ewart 
Evans who wrote books about East Anglian farms and farm 
labourers and he helped us. Really we created a way of doing it 
which on the one hand had the influence of sociology and on 
the other hand, George believed the great thing was to listen 
and to give people space. So we tried to develop a mid way 
method between the two. And that’s how it started and at first 
we didn’t know anyone was doing this kind of thing. (PT)

loneliest student 
This contained sheep, and one of my recollections – I was 
interviewed by the Daily Herald (I don’t have picture) by a tree 
over there (which I don’t think is there any longer) in the 
middle of a flock of sheep over the heading ‘ The Loneliest 
Student in Britain’. (JD)

lord and lady 
What I do remember at that time in Wivenhoe House was that 
all the rooms sort of connected, and we had a party of all the 
first students. It was quite formal really, and Mr and Mrs 
Gooch were there acting as Lord and Lady of the manor. It was 
rather a strange transition of past history and the future 
actually. (PT)

love 
I just love this place.  I attached a Peace Dove to all the trees. 
(KH)

main hub 
We are going now to the Student Union Bar. This is the main 
hub of campus social activity. People pop in and out of here all 
day, you know, having cups of coffee and hanging around with 
each other. (GO)


